THE LIBRARY OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM

Library, and the Museum is strongly represented both on its Board of
Trustees and its Executive Committee.

Now that the National Central Library has been established and has under-
taken the duty of organizing loans of books between libraries, there is little
need for the Museum to enter into any such scheme as Panizzi's, which has
many times been proposed, generally by inexperienced persons. The practice
of lending books from great libraries, common abroad, and initiated and
brought to its highest pitch of organization in Germany, has its drawbacks.
It is at least something to know that, when one has found a book's title in
a library's catalogue, one will find the book itself in that library when one
goes there. The ideal would seem to be to support the chief stationary library
by a lending organization, and little towards this ideal is needed but more
liberal public support for the National Central Library.

Exceptions to the Museum's rule are cases where a book, or more often
a newspaper and more rarely a MS., is subpoenaed by a Court of Law. It is
then accompanied by a member of the Museum Staff. Apparently the first
occasion when a Museum document was produced in a Court was when
MS. Cotton Faustina B.i, containing a chartulary of the Abbey of St. Mary,
Barlings, Lines., was called for to be produced at the Lincoln As$izes,4
During the two World Wars books and maps were required and borrowed
by the War Office and other Government Departments. All binding has
accordingly been done on the premises. (See the following Section.)
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